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Course|New for request 15197

Info

Request: LAW 6XXX - Environmental capstone colloquium
Description of request: Proposal for permanent approval of environmental capstone
Submitter: Krista Vaught kfields@law.ufl.edu
Created: 7/24/2020 2:08:51 PM
Form version: 1

Responses
Recommended Prefix LAW
Course Level 6
Course Number XXX
Category of Instruction Intermediate
Lab Code None
Course Title Environmental Capstone Colloquium
Transcript Title Environmental Capstone Colloq
Degree Type Professional

Delivery Method(s) On-Campus, Online
Co-Listing No

Effective Term Earliest Available
Effective Year 2020
Rotating Topic? No
Repeatable Credit? No

Amount of Credit 1

S/U Only? Yes
Contact Type Regularly Scheduled
Weekly Contact Hours 1
Course Description Interactive speaker series with opportunities for students to converse with
leading environmental, energy, and land use thinkers from across the country.
Prerequisites Status as second- or third-year law student
Co-requisites N/A
Rationale and Placement in Curriculum The College of Law is reviewing and updating our
curriculum and courses. This course has been offered multiple times in previous years under the
special topics course number LAW 6930. This request is part of a broader, ongoing effort to move to
permanent course numbers.
Course Objectives After completing this course, students should be able to:
• Recognize and comprehend the terminology and basic issues related to climate changes law,
and be able to communicate them to others;
• Evaluation some of the competing trade-offs associated with the approach to greenhouse
gases (e.g., regulation, market incentives);
• Identify and analyze the environmental and social impacts of greenhouse gases, and
demonstrate an understanding of the legal challenges associated with them;
• Critically evaluate academic papers. Be able to prepare questions for the scholars that will
deepen your understanding of the issues, and be able to engage in dialogue with the experts.
Course Textbook(s) and/or Other Assigned Reading There is no required casebook. Instead,
students will be required to read and prepare
materials that will be posted on the class TWEN site, or available on Westlaw or the
Internet.
Weekly Schedule of Topics Spring 2020: Climate Change Law
Introductory Meeting (mandatory)
Climate Science 101

Climate Change Federalism
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Climate Change Litigation

UF Public Interest Environmental Conference:
The Rights of Nature: Defending our Biosphere
Climate and…

PIEC Debrief Discussion

Climate and Energy

International Climate Law

Conclusion
Grading Scheme Course Requirements:
1. Preparation: Prior to each presentation, students will be required to study relevant background
readings and to prepare for a critical discussion of the reading.
2. Papers: Students must submit five critical analysis reaction papers (700-900 words each)
throughout the semester. You do not need to submit one for the first class, but you must
submit an analysis for the class periods with guest speakers (Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 12, and Feb.
19), as well for the final class (Apr. 8) (specific guidelines will be provided on the class
TWEN site). Papers must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on the day before class (Tuesdays).
Please submit your papers online. On the class TWEN site, click on “Assignments and
Quizzes.” Follow the instructions and upload your document. The website will not accept
late submissions.
Each of the first four reaction papers must include two questions that you will be prepared to
ask our speaker. For the remainder of the paper, please present your reaction to the readings
supplied by each speaker. For example, you might comment on whether you agree or
disagree with the views of the author, and why. Do the readings supply any lessons about
how our legal system manages climate issues? Do you see any points of
agreement/disagreement among our speakers? Do you have any other insights about the
readings? In addition, if you wish to comment briefly about the presentation of the prior
speaker, you may do so. Specific guidelines will be provided for the last reaction paper of the
semester.
3. Student comment groups: A group of students will serve as the discussion leaders for each of
the sessions. During our first class session, students will select a date for performing this role.
Each student must participate in leading the discussion for one of the classes, as well as
submit a hot topic article to Prof. Stein by 5:00 p.m. on the day before class (Tuesdays) with
their reaction paper.

Instructor(s) Amy Stein
Attendance & Make-up Yes
Accomodations Yes
UF Grading Policies for assigning Grade Points Yes
Course Evaluation Policy Yes
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Environmental Capstone Colloquium:  Climate Change Law 
Law 6930 (Section 0443) – 1 Credit 

Professor Amy L. Stein  

Spring 2020 (Wednesdays, 5:40-7:30 pm, unless otherwise noted) 

 

 Topic Discussion Leaders 

Jan. 15 Introductory Meeting (mandatory) 

Climate Science 101 

 

David Zierdan 

State Climatologist 

Associate in Research 

Center for Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction Studies 

Florida State University 

 

 

Jan. 22 

 

Climate Change Federalism 

 

Joe Kruger 

Director for Research and Strategy 

Georgetown Climate Center 

 

 

Jan. 29 

 

Climate Change Litigation 

 

Michael B. Gerrard 

Andrew Sabin Professor of Professional Practice 

Director, Sabin Center for Climate Change Law 

Columbia Law School 

 

 

Feb. 7 

12:30-

1:45 

pm 

MLAC 

 

UF Public Interest Environmental Conference:  

The Rights of Nature: Defending our Biosphere 

Climate and… 

Insurance (Prof. Molk) 

Securities (Prof. Winden) 

National Security (Prof. Jamshidi) 

 

Agenda available here:  

https://ufpiec.org 

Please register (free). 
If you cannot attend the PIEC in person 

on campus, please contact me for a 

recording of the session. During the Feb. 

12 class session, we will discuss PIEC 

sessions that you attended the previous 

week. 

Feb. 12 PIEC Debrief Discussion 

(Stein) 

 

 

Feb. 19 Climate and Energy 

(Stein)  

 

 

Mar. 

18 

International Climate Law  

 

Sharmila Murthy 

Associate Professor of Law 

Suffolk University Law School 

 

 

Apr. 8 Conclusion (mandatory) 

(Stein) 
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Environmental Capstone Colloquium 
Climate Change Law 

 

Course instructor: Professor Amy Stein, (352) 273-0953, stein@law.ufl.edu, 311 Holland Hall. 

 

Office hours: Via Zoom by appointment. 

 

Course description: The Capstone Colloquium is a one-credit, pass-fail course that is required 

for graduation with the ELULP certificate. The course is open only to second and third year 

students. As space permits, the course will be open to non-certificate students, to graduate 

students throughout the university, and to certificate students who wish to enroll in the 

Colloquium for a second semester. The course will feature approximately two-hour virtual 

meetings with leading energy law academics and/or practitioners using Zoom. The faculty of the 

ELULP program will be welcome to Zoom into these presentations along with the Capstone 

students. 

 

Course objectives: The course goal is to introduce students to selected topics related to climate 

change law. Students will sharpen their skills of critical analysis and engage in dialogue with 

leading climate change scholars from across the nation. In addition, the capstone provides an 

opportunity for the collegial exchange of ideas. 

 

Attendance: To obtain credit for the course, students must virtually attend all seven sessions (to 

obtain credit for attending the Feb. 7 PIEC conference, students must also attend the Feb. 12 class 

debriefing the conference). The class is offered only on a pass/fail basis. In exceptional 

circumstances, the professor may allow for an excused absence. 

 

Required Technologies and Materials: 

• There is no required casebook. Instead, students will be required to read and prepare 

materials that will be posted on the class TWEN site, or available on Westlaw or the 

Internet.  

• Students must register for TWEN, available at www.lawschool.westlaw.com, and have 

the materials in print or easily accessible electronic form in class. Class information and 

announcements will be distributed by e-mail to the address you supplied on TWEN. You 

are responsible for checking your e-mail on a regular basis for class announcements. 

Please ensure that your email is correct on TWEN, as you will be receiving recurring 

Zoom invitations based on those emails.  

• Enrollment in this class is conditioned on high-speed internet and the technological 

capabilities to use Zoom to participate in this weekly online seminar (i.e., a reliable 

computer and internet connection). 

 

Using Zoom Technology: 

• Students are required to use Zoom in this course, so take the time to familiarize yourself 

with it by reviewing this helpful Zoom Student Quick Start Guide or 

https://video.ufl.edu/conferencing/zoom/. Zoom has a number of tutorials and a help desk 

as well: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us. You will receive a recurring Zoom invitation 

from me by Monday, January 13 to join our classes. If you have not received a 

Zoom invitation for the first class by this date, it is your responsibility to contact me. 

• When you join the Zoom meeting, please use the following rules of video conferencing 

etiquette:  

o Choose a stationary location (meaning you must Zoom in from a computer, not 

from your phone);  
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o Choose a location where there are minimal disruptions (e.g. roommates talking 

and pets jumping on you);  

o Do not be in the same location as someone else enrolled in the Capstone (i.e., 

sorry – no Zoom parties – the feedback is horrible). 

o Dress appropriately for video conferencing and make sure we can see your face 

on the video; 

o Place turn off any cell phones and other electronic devices; and  

o Close any other computer programs, websites, and email so you can give your 

classmates and speakers your full attention.  

 

Learning Outcomes: After completing this course, students should be able to: 

 

• Recognize and comprehend the terminology and basic issues related to climate changes law, 

and be able to communicate them to others;  

• Evaluation some of the competing trade-offs associated with the approach to greenhouse 

gases (e.g., regulation, market incentives); 

• Identify and analyze the environmental and social impacts of greenhouse gases, and 

demonstrate an understanding of the legal challenges associated with them; 

• Critically evaluate academic papers. Be able to prepare questions for the scholars that will 

deepen your understanding of the issues, and be able to engage in dialogue with the experts. 

 

Course Requirements:  

 

1. Preparation: Prior to each presentation, students will be required to study relevant background 

readings and to prepare for a critical discussion of the reading.  

 

2. Papers: Students must submit five critical analysis reaction papers (700-900 words each) 

throughout the semester. You do not need to submit one for the first class, but you must 

submit an analysis for the class periods with guest speakers (Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 12, and Feb. 

19), as well for the final class (Apr. 8) (specific guidelines will be provided on the class 

TWEN site). Papers must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on the day before class (Tuesdays). 

Please submit your papers online. On the class TWEN site, click on “Assignments and 

Quizzes.” Follow the instructions and upload your document. The website will not accept 

late submissions. 

 

Each of the first four reaction papers must include two questions that you will be prepared to 

ask our speaker. For the remainder of the paper, please present your reaction to the readings 

supplied by each speaker. For example, you might comment on whether you agree or 

disagree with the views of the author, and why. Do the readings supply any lessons about 

how our legal system manages climate issues? Do you see any points of 

agreement/disagreement among our speakers? Do you have any other insights about the 

readings? In addition, if you wish to comment briefly about the presentation of the prior 

speaker, you may do so. Specific guidelines will be provided for the last reaction paper of the 

semester. 

 

3. Student comment groups: A group of students will serve as the discussion leaders for each of 

the sessions. During our first class session, students will select a date for performing this role. 

Each student must participate in leading the discussion for one of the classes, as well as 

submit a hot topic article to Prof. Stein by 5:00 p.m. on the day before class (Tuesdays) with 

their reaction paper. 
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ABA Out-of-Class Hours Requirement:  ABA Standard 310 requires that students devote 120 

minutes to out-of-class preparation for every “classroom hour” of in-class instruction. Each 

session of the Colloquium is approximately 2 hours in length, requiring at least 4 hours of 

preparation outside of class including reading the assigned materials, writing critical analysis 

papers, and preparing questions for the speaker.  

 

Accommodations for students with disabilities: Students requesting accommodation should 

first register with the UF Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by 

providing appropriate documentation. Once registered, students will receive an accommodation 

letter, which should be presented to the UF Law Office of Student Affairs when requesting 

accommodation. This procedure should be followed as early as possible in the semester. Law 

students with disabilities can also contact the Levin College of Law Office of Student Affairs for 

assistance on these matters in 164 Holland Hall, 273-0620, www.law.ufl.edu/students/.   

 

Final exam: There is no final examination. 

 

UF Law Honor Code: Students are bound by the UF Law Honor Code, which can be found here: 

https://www.law.ufl.edu/life-at-uf-law/office-of-student-affairs/additional-information/honor-

code-and-committee/honor-code and https://www.law.ufl.edu/life-at-uf-law/office-of-student-

affairs/additional-information/honor-code-and-committee/honor-code-violations. 

 

Online Course Evaluation: UF expects each student to provide feedback on the quality of 

instruction in this course by completing online evaluations at https://evaluations.ufl.edu. 

Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students 

will be given specific times when they are open by the Office of Student Affairs. Summary 

results of these assessments are available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results/. 
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Mandatory Class 1 Readings: 

 

What is climate change? 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/climate/what-is-climate-change.html 

 

Who is the IPCC? 

https://www.ipcc.ch 

 

SKIM IPCC 1.5 degrees Report, Summary for Policymakers, 

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/spm/ 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/05/SR15_SPM_version_report_LR.p

df 

 

U.S. Global Change Research Program, Fourth National Climate Assessment, Volume II: 

Impacts, Risks, and Adaptation in the United States (2018),  

Summary Findings, https://nca2018.globalchange.gov 

 

U.S. Global Change Research Program, Fourth National Climate Assessment, Volume II: 

Impacts, Risks, and Adaptation in the United States (2018),  

Chapter 1 Overview, https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/1/ 

 

Class 1 Assignments:  

 

• Register for this class on TWEN. 

• SKIM https://www.carbonbrief.org and pick one article to read and share with 

your colleagues. Please email it to me at stein@law.ufl.edu by Tuesday, Jan. 14, 

2020 at 5pm (you can use the direct email function on TWEN). 

 

Cool Optional Resources: 

https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/impacts-climate-change-one-point-five-degrees-two-

degrees/?utm_source=web&utm_campaign=Redirect 
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Class 2 Readings: 

• N. Popovich, 95 Environmental Rules Being Rolled Back Under Trump, NY 

Times, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/climate/trump-environment-

rollbacks.html 

• D. Grandoni, California sues Trump administration over revoking authority to 

limit car pollution, https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-

environment/2019/09/20/california-sues-trump-administration-after-revoking-

authority-limit-car-pollution/ 

• Farber, Daniel A., Continuity and Transformation in Environmental Governance 

(2019), https://ssrn.com/abstract=3338988 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.33389

88 

• SKIM Transportation & Climate Initiative: Regional Solutions, 

https://www.transportationandclimate.org/main-menu/exploring-regional-

solutions-improve-transportation-and-reduce-emissions 

• V. Arroyo, From Paris to Pittsburgh: U.S. State and Local Leadership in an Era 

of Trump, 

https://scholarship.law.georgetown.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3206&contex

t=facpub 

 

 

Class 2 Assignment:  

 

• Submit your 700-900 word critical reflection on the readings and include one 

question for our guest speaker, Joe Kruger, who has will focus on his colleague’s 

article (V. Arroyo, From Paris to Pittsburgh) and use the Transportation & 

Climate Initiative as a case study via TWEN by Tuesday at 5pm. 

 

Cool Optional Resources: 

• America's Pledge report 

• Cooperative Federalism 2.0, https://www.eli.org/vibrant-environment-

blog/cooperative-federalism-20-rethinking-federal-state-relationship 
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Class 3 Readings: 

• Juliana v. U.S. (9th 2020), 

http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2020/01/17/18-36082.pdf   

• L. Friedman, Trump Rule Would Exclude Climate Change in Infrastructure 

Planning, TWEN  

 

Class 3 Assignment:  

 

• Reflection due TWEN by Tuesday at 5pm. In your reflection, please do the 

following: 

o Pick one case to SKIM and include a few sentences in your reflection:  

http://climatecasechart.com/us-climate-change-litigation/ 

o Include one question for our guest speaker, Prof. Gerrard.  

o Reflect on the readings. 
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Class 4 Readings: 

 

I hope you are looking forward to the PIEC panel this Friday! Here is some 

information to help you prepare. 

1) If you have not registered yet, please do 

so: http://reg.conferences.dce.ufl.edu/Basic/1400075323 

2) If you have not already notified me that you cannot attend, please contact me to 

gain alternative access to the panel. 

3) Before Friday, please pick one of the three topics (securities, national security, or 

insurance) and read the corresponding documents on TWEN under "Class #04 - 

PIEC." 

If you pick securities, please read Winden Reading #1 and Winden paper 

If you pick national security, please read Jamshidi #1 and Jamshidi paper  

If you pick insurance, please read Molk #1 and Molk paper  

Class 4 Assignment:  

• Please submit your critical analysis on TWEN by Feb. 11 at 5pm before we 

have class on Feb. 12.  
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Class 5 Readings: 

 

• Transforming the Nation’s Electricity System: The Second Installment of the 

QER | January 2017, Electricity System Overview Appendix, pp. 1-22, 29-30, 

https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2017/02/f34/Appendix--

Electricity%20System%20Overview.pdf  

 

• CRS, U.S. Carbon Dioxide Emissions in the Electricity Sector: Factors, Trends, 

and Projections, pp. 6-12, 15, https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45453.pdf 

 

• UtilityDive, 2020 Outlook, https://www.utilitydive.com/news/2020-outlook-10-

trends-driving-the-us-power-sector/570189/ 

 

• Legal Pathways to Deep Decarbonization, [Summary Chapters 10, 14, 18, 19, 

20, and 24. Feel free to skim others ☺] https://www.eli.org/legal-pathways-deep-

decarbonization-united-states-summary-and-key-recommendations and click 

“Download pdf” 

 

• NY Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/07/business/energy-

environment/climate-energy-experts-debate.html 

 

• FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC), MISSION 

http://www.psc.state.fl.us/AboutPSC/PSCMission 

 

• FERC, https://www.ferc.gov/about/com-mem.asp 

 

Class 5 Assignment:  

 

• Submit your critical analysis on the readings, and include a hot topic article on 

your assigned energy source below. This is a great place to start: 

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/archive.php?my=Jan2020 

• Submit it via TWEN by Tuesday, Feb, 18 at 5pm. Discussion leaders: please 

come ready to discuss first. 

 

Cool Optional Resources: 

• EIA, https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/ 

• DOE, Energy Infographic, https://www.energy.gov/articles/infographic-

understanding-grid  

• https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/ipcc_wg3_ar5_chapter7.pdf 

• https://www.iea.org/reports/global-energy-co2-status-report-2019/emissions 

• https://www.eia.gov/environment/emissions/carbon/ 

• EISEN, ET AL., CHAPTER 1 OF ENERGY, ECONOMICS AND THE ENVIRONMENT, 

TWEN 

• FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC), MISSION 

http://www.psc.state.fl.us/AboutPSC/PSCMission 
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• FEDERAL POWER ACT (FPA) , 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/16/chapter-12/subchapter-II 

• CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE (CRS), THE FEDERAL POWER ACT (FPA) 

AND ELECTRICITY MARKETS, 

https://www.everycrsreport.com/files/20170310_R44783_dd3f5c7c0c852b78f3ea

62166ac5ebdbd1586e12.pdf 
 

 

Class 6 Readings: TBA 

Class 7 Readings: TBA 
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